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MANIFESTO:

THE NEW
AGE OF




PREAMBLE

In the beginning, there was the
absence of everything; then came
the noise. As humanity, we have
grown and developed in an
ecosystem defined by noise, and

through millennia, we have forged
mechanisms to filter it, creating a
rich taxonomy of sounds. From the
rustling leaves on a windy day to the
bubbling river and the cry of a baby,
we have learned to extract meaning
and purpose. We developed
languages linking sound and
symbol, and even learned to listen
to the once inaudible - the sounds
of celestial bodies and the vast
expanse of space.

THE EVOLUTION OF NOISE

With the growth and evolution of our species, we have also
generated more noise. The bells warning of invasion, the sirens
alerting us to fires, bombs, and wars, and even signals sent into
space hoping to be heard by others who can derive meaning from
noise - all echo our inherent need to adapt and survive in an

escalating cacophony

THE OVERLOOKED OM

Rarely do we pause to contemplate all the sounds and noise that
surround us, yet our worldview is sustained by this omnipresent
"Om" - the primal sound that flows through time and space waiting
for someone to listen. Bound by reality like Ulysses, we face the
Siren's call - the ultimate metaphor for the lure and peril of noise,
urging us to lose ourselves and transcend into something new or

nothing at all.



= SR SURVIVAL THROUGH
=S MEANING

T =4 Human communities have persevered by crafting meaning from
noise, discerning predator from prey in the dark forest, knowing
ey when to hunt and when to hide. Our survival resides in our

Il Capacity to listen carefully, filter, and extract meaning. The ancient
Mayans of Tulum, for example, created a shell mechanism to sound
an alarm when hurricanes approached, exemplifying the profound

connection between sound and survival.

As modernity progressed, we became complacent and noisy. We
now face the critical task of developing new tools and techniques
to produce meaning, understand context, and navigate our
increasingly complex world. While we have mastered technologies
like the stethoscope and the Enigma to listen to ourselves and our
adversaries, the exponential growth of noise - from the animal-
powered society to the nuclear age - drowns out the signals of
nature. We are deafened by the cries of massive extinctions,

plastic-choked oceans, and polluted forests.



THE Al PARADOX

Enter Al, a technology heralded to decipher the noise yet,
paradoxically, it generates even more. This deluge of
information, from deepfakes to generative Al, threatens our
capacity to filter, comprehend, and derive meaning, eroding
our taxonomies and hierarchies of knowledge. This torrent of
noise risks plunging us into a new kind of darkness, an

unbearable audible void.

THE CALL TO ACTION

We must, like our ancestors, venture into the dark forest
armed with newfound resolve. We need to redefine the
sounds among the noise, craft new taxonomies, and forge
new epistemologies. This is our clarion call to pause, filter,
and extract meaning in a world where noise threatens to

overshadow our essence and existence.




EPILOGUE

Contact: info@afkarcollective.com

Let us. reclaim our agency,
finding clarity amidst the
chaos. Let us listen, discern,
and ultimately understand.
For only through actively

crafting meaning from noise

can we hope to survive,
evolve, and thrive as a

species.
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